Music Theory I
       ARTS—2965 Section 1 

Mondays/Thursdays 2:00-3:50 West Hall 323

Dr. Curtis Bahn
    

Arts Department 

West Hall Room 114A

Best contact: crb@rpi.edu
Phone: 276-4032

Office hours: Thursdays  12:00-2:00 or by appointment

Course description:
This class will investigate basic concepts of music theory through exercises in composition, improvisation and performance.   While western musical theory will form the core of the class, we will also examine musical organization systems from various world cultures.


Attendance:
Attendance is mandatory in this course because much of the class is centered around the performance of your music. 5 points will be given for each class, attendance and participation will form 20% of your grade.

Mondays:  bring instruments to class to play and sing assignments, and for improvisation  exercises.

Texts/Readings:

There is no required text for the class.  Readings will either be handed out in class or assigned on the web.

Web Resources:

Class Website:  http://www.arts.rpi.edu/crb/theory

Java  Music Theory: http://web1.hamilton.edu/javamusic/default.html

Assignments: 

All assignments will be performed in class on the due date.  Late assignments will not be performed and will be marked down accordingly.

1) Attendance and class participation  (20%,  5 points each class).

2) Composition exercises  and class presentations  (50%)

3) Final Quiz = 10%

4) Final Project = 20%

Email

Email will form an important communication link in this class. All students will be expected to use and monitor their RCS electronic mail accounts for correspondence concerning this course.  Email provides an excellent forum for sharing technical information, as well as for posting changes in assignments, readings, listenings, etc.

Statement Regarding Academic  Integrity
The Rensselaer Handbook defines various forms of Academic Dishonesty and procedures for responding to them. All forms are violations of the trust between students and teachers. Students should familiarize themselves with this portion of the Rensselaer Handbook and should note that the penalties for plagiarism and other forms of cheating can be quite harsh.

Collaboration between students in this course is strongly encouraged. Likewise, students are encouraged—indeed, to some extent required—to exchange ideas, opinions and information . You are also encouraged to help each other with performance, production, and presentation of composition projects. 

Course Schedule and Outline (subject to change)
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Week

Topics and assignments

Introduction and review
1. 
Mon., Aug. 26 
introduction, review

handout: vocabulary for a cross-cultural analysis

assignment: brush off your instruments and bring to class.


Thurs. Aug. 29 
introduction, review

Handout/website: basic  music review 

Assignment: soundscape: musical cultures at home.
2.         Mon., Sept. 2

Labor Day, no class.

Sound, Music, and the Environment; Rhythm

 
Thurs., Sept. 5

Due: personal ethnography soundscape assignment

3.   
Mon., Sept. 9


Due: rhythm composition 1


Thurs., Sept. 12


4.
Mon. Sept. 16

Notation and Transmission; notes, melodies, and monophony.




Thurs., Sept. 19  






5.         Mon., Sept. 23

Due: rhythm composition 2


Thurs., Sept. 26






6.
Mon., Sept. 30

Due: melody composition 1 




Thurs., Oct. 3



7.
Mon., Oct  7

Due: melody composition 2

Playing  Together: polyphony and heterophony

Thurs., Oct. 10

8.
Mon., Oct. 14

Columbus Day, no class



*Tues., Oct. 15
Monday schedule

Due: solo improvisation 1


   


Thurs., Oct. 17
 

9.
Mon., Oct. 21

Due: group composition 1 






Thurs., Oct. 24


10.
Mon., Oct. 28

Due: group composition 2

Harmony and Form

Thurs., Oct. 31
11.
Mon., Nov. 4

Due: group composition 2

Thurs., Nov. 7 
 

12.
Mon., Nov. 11

Due: group improvisation  1

Composition



Thurs., Nov. 14 



13
Mon., Nov. 18

Due: analysis presentation



Thurs., Nov. 21 
review


14.
Mon., Nov. 25 
Final Quiz


Thurs., Nov. 28 
Thanksgiving, no classes

15.
Mon. Dec. 2

Final Performances in class

Thurs. Dec. 5 

Final Performances in class

