Minor Scales
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What Is a Scale?

A scale is a series of notes dividing the octave, repeating each octave across the range of low to high pitches.

According to the equal temperament tuning system,  octaves are equally divided into twelve notes. A western scale is a series of notes selected among these twelve notes.

Each of these notes is called a degree. Each degree has its own name but is also often designated by a Roman numeral:
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Two scales are distinguished from one another by:

    * The number of notes they have

    * The distance between their degrees.

 For example, seven different scales may be built with any number of notes as in the common pentatonic scale (5 notes), the major scale with 7 notes and the chromatic scale with 12. 

The Minor Scale

As the major scale, the minor scale has 7 notes. However, it has three variants: the natural minor, the harmonic minor, and the melodic minor. Those variants differ in the manner degrees VI and VII are altered.

In the natural minor scale, all notes appear with the same accidentals as in its relative major. Hence the name of natural:
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Half-steps are found between degrees II-III and V-VI.

The degree VII of a minor scale is very often raised. The resulting scale is referred to as harmonic minor scale because the raising of degree VII is often harmonically motivated. Raising that note forms the dominant chord or dominant seventh chord on the fifth degree of the scale:
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Beside raising degree VII, degree VI may also be altered. The resulting scale is called melodic minor scale. The main purpose of this accidental is to facilitate the melodic movement from degree VI to degree VII, avoiding the augmented second that is formed in the harmonic minor scale. Therefore, it is referred to as the minor melodic scale:
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This handout is adapted from material found at teoría  - Music Theory Web

http://www.teoria.com/
visit it for more interesting music theory resources.

